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Investigators also determined Friday that there were a dozen 39-foot sections of third rail that 
punctured the train. The electrified third rail powers the Metro-North in this section of the 
system.  

NTSB officials still haven't determined what could have caused the third rail to break apart. 

After the crash, Mr. Smalls helped more than five passengers evacuate the smoke-filled train, 
Mr. Sumwalt said.  

But the fire grew too intense to help further.  

“It goes without saying that he’s very traumatized,” Mr. Sumwalt said of Mr. Smalls. 

Write to Andrew Tangel at Andrew.Tangel@wsj.com and Joseph De Avila at 
joseph.deavila@wsj.com  

 


