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NEW YORK (WABC) --

By Sarah Wallace and Jim Hoffer

NEWS

TRAIN RECORDERS, FIRE SAFETY, SIGNAL CROSSING AT CENTER OF METRO-
NORTH CRASH INVESTIGATION

Jim Hoffer has more on the investigation.

Wednesday, February 04, 2015 06:35PM

As investigators study the wreckage of the burned out Metro-North train and SUV, looking for clues to help piece
together the events, the question of fire safety is in the minds of many. 

Train fires such as the one that killed five passengers are rare, but the public safety questions are troubling. How did the flames spread so fast
in that front car?

The driver of the SUV hit by the train, 49-year-old Ellen Brody, of Edgemont, was one of the six victims killed in the crash.

The train will be moved to a storage facility for further investigation, but this isn't the first time such an incident has happened in our area in
recent memory.

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://7online.com/
/news/
http://7online.com/topic/news/
http://7online.com/about/newsteam/sarah-wallace
http://7online.com/about/newsteam/jim-hoffer
http://learn.org/pages/scholarship_home.html?source=ob&tid=8&cpn=1&clickid=81
http://learn.walmart.com/Beauty/Articles/How_to_use_coconut_oil_for_your_hair/19606/?adid=1500000000000038257890
http://www.tripcurator.com/p-caribbean-top-ten-budget-all-inclusive-resorts/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=highcpc-outbrain
https://www.joyus.com/beauty/1-2371/instantly-brighten-de-puff-tired-eyes-hosted-by-tracy-oconner?utm_source=paid-ads-outbrain&utm_medium=banner-ads&utm_content=beauty&utm_campaign=POB02NA0001
/news/teacher-of-the-year-in-washington-accused-of-raping-student-/506975/
/news/man-accused-of-driving-drunk-traveling-wrong-way-on-lie/507022/
/news/crazy-engine-fire-forces-emergency-landing/507018/
/news/rabbi-driver-killed-in-suv-train-crash-was-beautiful-soul/506984/
/news/rabbi-driver-killed-in-suv-train-crash-was-beautiful-soul/506984/
/news/photos-victims-of-the-deadly-metro-north-crash/506101/
/news/2-men-dead-on-long-island-apparently-from-carbon-monoxide-poisoning/506864/
/news/teacher-of-the-year-in-washington-accused-of-raping-student-/506975/
/family/wife-leaves-husband-who-refused-to-give-up-newborn-son-with-down-syndrome/506319/
/health/elevated-carbon-monoxide-detected-in-queens-apartment-building/506743/
/news/3-hurt-when-3-alarm-fire-breaks-out-inside-nj-welding-supply-company/506819/
http://7online.com/weather/nyc-public-schools-closed-tuesday;-streets-to-close-to-non-emergency-vehicles/491595/
http://7online.com/news/desperate-civilians-evacuate-ukraine-during-humanitarian-truce-/506853/
http://7online.com/weather/emergency-resources-for-the-winter-storm/490252/
http://7online.com/news/dad-arrested-for-throwing-daughter-playboy-themed-18th-birthday/466034/
http://www.biztechmagazine.com/article/2015/01/super-bowl-xlix-stadium-aims-provide-wi-fi-every-row
http://thescene.com/watch/weather/it-s-the-new-thing-snow-diving?mbid=marketing_paid_tp_cne_oo_outbrain_scene_weather&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=paid&utm_content=scene&utm_campaign=weather
/weather/accuweather-day-planner-what-to-expect-for-friday/471421/
/weather/accuweather-forecast-for-the-new-york-area/27410/
/news/3-hurt-when-3-alarm-fire-breaks-out-inside-nj-welding-supply-company/506819/
/health/1-year-old-in-jersey-city-recovered-from-suspected-measles-case/506345/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


A burned-out car at a grade crossing and a charred commuter train were the remnants of another crash in January of 2013, when two people
were killed in a car struck by an empty long island railroad equipment train. 

The cause of both accidents appears obvious -- a car on the wrong side of the gate -- but it's not that simple.

"What else could have contributed to the accident?" said Mark Moeller, of the Kreindler and Kreindler law firm. "Is it the way the train was
being operated? Was it being operated too fast? Was the engineer paying attention?" 

And what of the explosive fire fueled by an electrified third-rail that punctured a gas tank and pierced through the floor of the train?

That third rail, from conducting that degree of electricity into the car, and then the flammability of substances with the car," transportation
accident attorney David Cook said. "And the effect of tens of thousands of volts of electricity and what might have happened within that car
becomes an essential factor."

The train car in question is an M7, only 10 years old. Its walls are made of composite aluminum and plywood, its seats plastic. It's not exactly
fireproof, but federal regulations require rail cars to be built with materials that help provide sufficient fire resistance to reasonably ensure
adequate time to detect a fire and safely evacuate the passengers. 

It seems fairly certain in this case that those in the front car never had that time, but one civil engineer who once headed Chicago's transit
system says it's not the fault of the rail car.

"Flame proofness, they have to meet all these things, both at the factory in upstate New York and then pre-tested on the line here before use,"
Robert Paaswell said. "The cars are good, and each generation of car is better."

Accidents involving trains happen more often than you might think, and on average, five people each week are killed in train collisions.

Another part of the investigation will look at how Brody become immobilized on the tracks after the crossing gate went down.

Sparks flew as NTSB investigators separated the turf rail jutting out of the back of the front car Wednesday, and they are also going over the
train's black box-style recorders to determine how fast it was traveling, whether the brakes were applied and whether the warning whistle
and horn sounded. 

"In addition to the train recorders, there are event recorders on the signals," NTSB vice chairman Robert Sumwalt said. "So the crossing gates,
they have event recorders in them. The signals, the signals themselves, the green lights and the red lights that are alongside the railroad tracks,
they have signal recorders."

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


TweetTweet

The NTSB is also anxious to talk to witnesses, one of whom will likely be a White Plains man who was in a car directly behind Brody as she
drove into danger. 

Richard Hope, who spoke to Eyewitness News by phone, says there was an accident on the Taconic Parkway and that many drivers took a
shortcut to get around it, leading to a bottleneck approaching the tracks.

"The gate came down and hit the back of the car in front of me, it was an SUV," he said. "And then she looks back at me, and I back up again, and
she turns around and gets in the car, and I'm waiting for her to back up, and she moves forward. She moved forward about 15 feet, right in
front of the train."

Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino says the area is challenging for drivers.

"It is a tricky intersection, because there's no turn signal there," he said. "So cars will stop in the left lane to make a left turn, and it's not the
best place to be traveling."

It was the deadliest accident in the 22-year history of one of the nation's busiest commuter railroads - one that has come under a harsh
spotlight over a series of accidents in recent years.

Here is a look at some of the others:

- On March 10, 2014, a worker was killed by a train in Manhattan while trying to re-energize tracks that had been out of service for
maintenance.

- On Dec. 1, 2013, a sleep-deprived engineer nodded off just before taking a 30 mph curve at 82 mph in the Bronx, causing a derailment that
killed four people and injured more than 70. The National Transportation Safety Board said the engineer had fallen asleep at the controls
because he had a severe, undiagnosed case of sleep apnea.

- On Sept. 25, 2013, a feeder cable in suburban Mount Vernon, New York, failed, knocking out power for 12 days to Metro-North's New
Haven line, which carries 132,000 commuters daily.

- On July 18, 2013, 10 freight train cars hauling garbage derailed in the Bronx, and service was suspended.

- On May 28, 2013, a track foreman was struck and killed by a passenger train in West Haven, Connecticut. The NTSB says he had requested a
track section be taken out of service for maintenance, and the section was placed back in service too soon by a student traffic controller who
didn't have the required approval.

- On May 17, 2013, an eastbound train derailed in Bridgeport, Connecticut, and was struck by a westbound train. The accident injured 73
passengers, two engineers and a conductor.
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