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New York City is known for many
goods things and also some bad ones,
including the pungent summertime
stench emanating from curbside trash
bags gnawed through by rats.

Salvation often only arrives early in
the morning, in the form of loud,
dangerous, particulate-spewing
garbage trucks. 

Benjamin Miller, the former head of
policy planning at the New York City Sanitation Department, has a radical solution to the problem of New
York City's trash removal: pneumatic tubes.

"In my dream world, we’ve got much of the far West Side tubed up and chunks of the East Side tubed
up," he told me on Thursday. "And then we would change the building code so that if you want to build a
new building, you have to put in a sewer and put in a tube."

This week the University Transportation Research Center at the City University of New York issued a
report co-written by Miller called "A Study Of The Feasibility Of Pneumatic Transport Of Municipal Solid
Waste And Recyclables In Manhattan Using Existing Transportation Infrastructure." 

The report examines the feasibility of running pneumatic tubes under the High Line and inside the new
Second Avenue Subway tube and concludes that it's both feasible and, in the long run, cost-effective.

Pneumatic tubes in those two locations would theoretically cut energy use for trash collection there by
60 percent and greenhouse gas emissions by more than half. The tubes would also reduce truck miles
travelled by almost 55,000 per year.

"While our other solid and liquid wastes have long since been conveyed from our homes and places of
business by sewer tubes (just as our water and gas and oil supplies have long been brought into the city
by pipelines), our garbage has inertly remained in malodorous and unsightly heaps on our streets and
sidewalks until, through the agency of human hands (and arms and legs and aching backs) it is slung into
the rear-ends of trucks," laments the report.

It doesn't have to be that way.

A few years back, Miller was traveling in Barcelona when, to his astonishment, he discovered food-waste
kiosks along Las Ramblas that shoot trash via pneumatic tubes to a terminal under the Santa Caterina
Market.

"It occurred to me that since we have a lot of tunnels anyway, let’s see how far we can go to using
existing infrastructure, and piggyback on things we already have," he said.

The idea is not actually foreign to New York City. The researchers were able to identify three operational
pneumatic waste disposal systems in the United States: in Disney World (1971), 10 Summit Plaza in Jersey
City (1972), and on our very own Roosevelt Island (1975).

"We’ve been very pleased with the Roosevelt Island AVAC system over the years it’s been in operation,"
Sanitation Department spokesman Vito Turso emailed me.

"Roosevelt Island is a cute little demonstration project," said Miller. "But Manhattan, that’s where this
stuff is needed. We’ve got real congestion."
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At least one other New York City pneumatic tube system in the works: at Related Companies' massive
Hudson Yards project.

"It’s the luxury of creating your own infrastructure for 26 acres," Related spokeswoman Joanna Rose
emailed me.

"If the Related Companies were to go ahead and tube up the Hudson Yards there could be real synergies
with the High Line project and then you could just keep adding more ... until you’ve connected the
pieces," said Miller. "You wouldn’t do it to the whole West side, you would do it piece by piece. But the
beauty is you can do it piece by piece."

According to the report, the M.T.A. has, in the past, expressed interest in the pneumatic tube idea for
the section of the Second Avenue Subway.

"Would it be possible, we were asked by an M.T.A. official, to take advantage of the opportunity offered
by the temporary steel plate suspended over a stretch of Second Avenue between 92nd and 95th Street,
under which other re-located utilities (water and sewer mains, gas lines, electricity and cable conduits)
were already hanging, to strap a pneumatic waste tube—and thus offer the potential for alleviating the
current problems with neighborhood waste collection, as well as the future problems of subway-waste
removal?" reads the report.

(Miller and his colleagues estimate the hard costs of running a tube from 92nd to 99th streets at $10.8
million).

The M.T.A. has apparently since lost interest.

"M.T.A. Capital Construction reviewed the idea of running trash pipes at the 96th Street Second Avenue
Subway station, but rejected the idea as infeasible," emailed Adam Lisberg, the authority's spokesman.
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TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH CENTER

Recommended by

ddartley wrote on September 20, 2013, 1:05 PM [LINK]

One reason would be good is that it would lessen the problem of pedestrians getting the shaft because
standing policy is for businesses to pile their garbage up on the sidewalk rather than in the street.
Because, you know, car parking is more important than pedestrians' right of way.

COMMENT: *

levitandan: BREAKING RT
@BKcolin: Wait, Bill de Blasio

thinks paid sick day legislation should
pass in the City Council??
http://t.co/rFCUBvaTdp

BKcolin: Wait, Bill de Blasio
thinks paid sick day legislation

should pass in the City Council??
http://t.co/nqljyvVdLG

delcecato: Bill De Blasio:
Politics Could Block Effective

NYPD Inspector General « CBS New
York http://t.co/0BsLXCwVak

BilldeBlasio: RT
@erinmdurkin: Bill de Blasio

Launches Preemptive Strike Against
Christine Quinn Over NYPD Inspector
General Bill: http://t.co/UjDhLAO1bj

BKcolin: Lincoln Restler
doesn't challenge Steve Levin

but does endorse Bill de Blasio
http://t.co/dzAY2R1Ep2

jkeefe: John Liu is ahead of
Bill de Blasio in the funds race

for NYC mayor, tho de Blasio has
raised more. See why:
http://t.co/THEpRsUddU

DNDailyPolitics: Bill de Blasio
Raises $267K In NYC Mayor's

Race; John Liu Files $106K For Period
http://t.co/ga9fJ5KeZa #NYC2013

DNDailyPolitics: Democrat Bill
de Blasio raised $267K for the

last @NYCCFB period. Estimates a
total of $5.9M incl expected match,
approaching max. #nyc2013

delcecato: The Yeshiva World
NYC: Bill De Blasio Slams

Financial Firms Buying Up On Gun
Stocks After Newton
http://t.co/YwIvIXBGSh via @ywn

Joe Lhota

John Catsimatidis

frisk

Gillibrand

gun control

taxi

Ray Kelly

Cuomo

Hakeem Jeffries

immigration

Penn Station

Bronx

Malcolm Smith

Staten Island

Rockaway

Coney Island

Brooklyn Nets

Mets

Knicks

#longreads

trains

Viral Stories

21 Encouraging Words From
Austin Graffiti

You Will Not Believe How Much
Weight The Host Of "Man Vs.
Food" Lost After He Quit Doing
The Show

Fight Breaks Out At Apple Store
Where Homeless People Were
Paid To Wait In Line For New
iPhones

Powered by BuzzFeed

ShareShareShareShareMore

Anti-Quinn vote in New York City
raises hopes for paid family leave
in Albany

Addressing new poverty
numbers, Bloomberg says de
Blasio's math is off

Report: New York can absorb a
Midtown East office glut

De Blasio, a taxi-industry ally, will
start by ditching Yassky

DANA RUBINSTEIN

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.capitalnewyork.com/politics
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/benjamin-miller
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/pneumatic-tubes
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/sanitation
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/university-transportation-research-center
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/users/dana-rubinstein
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/users/dana-rubinstein
http://twitter.com/#!/danarubinstein
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/user/167/feed
mailto:dana [AT] capitalnewyork [DOT] com
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/09/8533813/anti-quinn-vote-new-york-city-raises-hopes-paid-family-leave-albany
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/09/8533932/addressing-new-poverty-numbers-bloomberg-says-de-blasios-math
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/09/8533895/report-new-york-can-absorb-midtown-east-office-glut
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/09/8533906/de-blasio-taxi-industry-ally-will-start-ditching-yassky
http://capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/09/8533918/race-council-speaker-takes-shape-sort
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/09/8533895/report-new-york-can-absorb-midtown-east-office-glut
http://capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/09/8533919/poll-de-blasio-leads-little-known-lhota-and-lesser-known-carrion
http://capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/09/8533910/cats-new-york-now-and-forever
http://capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/09/8533907/de-blasio-wants-do-something-about-retroactive-pay
http://capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/08/8533116/offended-de-blasios-ad-hakeem-jeffries-endorses-bill-thompson
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2012/04/13/The-12-Worst-Supermarkets-in-America
http://www.rd.com/slideshows/13-amazing-uses-for-wd-40/
http://www.rd.com/slideshows/dog-people-vs-cat-people/
http://www.vice.com/toxic/toxic-garbage-island-1-of-3
http://www.shell.us/products-services/shell-for-motorists/driving-inspiration/secret-circuits-tokyo.html
http://www.makers.com/nancy-pelosi
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/users/ddartley
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/politics/2013/09/8533917/smell-no-evil-proposal-collect-new-yorks-trash-tube#comment-8533938
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/comment/reply/8533917/8533938
http://twitter.com/levitandan
http://twitter.com/BKcolin
http://t.co/rFCUBvaTdp
http://twitter.com/BKcolin
http://twitter.com/BKcolin
http://t.co/nqljyvVdLG
http://twitter.com/delcecato
http://twitter.com/delcecato
http://t.co/0BsLXCwVak
http://twitter.com/BilldeBlasio
http://twitter.com/BilldeBlasio
http://twitter.com/erinmdurkin
http://t.co/UjDhLAO1bj
http://twitter.com/BKcolin
http://twitter.com/BKcolin
http://t.co/dzAY2R1Ep2
http://twitter.com/jkeefe
http://twitter.com/jkeefe
http://t.co/THEpRsUddU
http://twitter.com/DNDailyPolitics
http://twitter.com/DNDailyPolitics
http://t.co/ga9fJ5KeZa
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23NYC2013
http://twitter.com/DNDailyPolitics
http://twitter.com/DNDailyPolitics
http://twitter.com/NYCCFB
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23nyc2013
http://twitter.com/delcecato
http://twitter.com/delcecato
http://t.co/YwIvIXBGSh
http://twitter.com/ywn
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/joe-lhota
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/john-catsimatidis
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/twitter-topics/frisk
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/twitter-topics/gillibrand
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/twitter-topics/gun-control
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/twitter-topics/taxi
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/ray-kelly
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/twitter-topics/cuomo
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/hakeem-jeffries
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/immigration
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/penn-station
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/twitter-topics/bronx
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/malcolm-smith
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/staten-island
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/rockaway
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/tags/coney-island
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/twitter-topics/brooklyn-nets
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/twitter-topics/mets
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/twitter-topics/knicks
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/twitter-topics/longreads
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/twitter-topics/trains
http://www.buzzfeed.com/janeclaireh/21-encouraging-words-from-austin-graffiti-cqtr?w=1
http://www.buzzfeed.com/janeclaireh/21-encouraging-words-from-austin-graffiti-cqtr?w=1
http://www.buzzfeed.com/ryanhatesthis/you-will-not-believe-how-much-weight-the-host-of-man-vs-food?w=1
http://www.buzzfeed.com/ryanhatesthis/you-will-not-believe-how-much-weight-the-host-of-man-vs-food?w=1
http://www.buzzfeed.com/mikehayes/fight-breaks-out-at-apple-store-where-homeless-people-were-p?w=1
http://www.buzzfeed.com/mikehayes/fight-breaks-out-at-apple-store-where-homeless-people-were-p?w=1
http://buzzfeed.com/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


ABOUT US ADVERTISE CONTACT PRIVACY POLICY TERMS AND CONDITIONS

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.capitalnewyork.com/ajax/comment-register?height=520&width=300&destination=node%2F8533917
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/rss_full.xml
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/page/about-us
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/page/advertise
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/page/contact-us
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/page/privacy-policy
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/page/terms-service
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

